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On Thurſday, November 24... 1664., 
Being the firſt day of their Meeting. 


et 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


SEE ARHenV Ve parted laſt in 
[CIOS Ef { this place, I told you 
Fo wy. £3,m5- 408 


— 


SR that | did not think 
aj V Ve ſhould mect here 
again till November , 
- JA __ [ Prorogued 
mem you but to a day in 
Auguſt, but I muſt now tell you, Thatif 
[ could have ſuſpected, or reaſonably have 
imagined, that Our Neighbours would 
have dealt ſo un-neighbourly withMe,and 
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have forced Me to make ſuch Preparations 


as they have dpne for My Defence, atſo 


valt an expence; I ſay, if I could have 
foreſeen in Anguſt, that they would have 
treated Me thus, I ſhould not have pre- 
vented your coping together then,; yet 
truly [ haye reafon even to be glad that ic 
hath been deferred thus long : Y 

had leiſure to-attend your own conveni- 
ences in the Countrey , and the publick 
Service there, and I have been ableto let 
Our Neighbours ſee, that /can defend My 
Self and My Subjects, againſt their inſo- 


lence, upon the Stock of My own Credit 


and Reputation'; and that when [7tindit 
neceſlary for the good of My People, /can 
ſet out a Fleet to Sea, which will notde- 
cline meeting with all their Naval Power, 
even before the Parliament comes together; 


which Jam perſwaded if they had believed 


. polsible, they would not ſo importunately 


have preſtme toit ; {will not deny to you 
{ have done more then { thought / could 
have done, which / impute to the credit 


your Votegave Me, and to the opinion 


all men have, that 7 did what you wiſhed / 


ſhould do, by borrowing. very liberally 
from My ſelf out of My own Stores,and 


by the kind and cheerfull aſsiſtance the | 
CE City - 


ou have 


eng ewe. 


# (5) 
} Cityof London hath given Me: 7 have a 
| Fleet now ar Sea worthy of the Engliſh 
Nation,and (to ſay no more) not inferjour 
to any that hath been ſer out in any age - 
and whichCthat / may uſe all freedom with 
you) to diſcharge to morrow, and reple- 
niſh all My Stores, ſam perſwaded would 
colt «Me little leſs then eight hundred 
thouſand pounds. | 
V Vhat hath paſſed between Me and the 
Dutch, and by what degrees, accidents and 
provocations, | bave been necez{sitated to 
the preparation and expence { have made, 
you ſhall be told when / have done; / ſhall 
onely tell you, That if had proceeded 
moreſlowly, { ſhould have expoſed e'M y 
own Honour, and the Honour of the Na- 
tion, and ſhould have ſeemed not confi- 
 dentof your affections, and the aſſurance 
you gave Me to ſtand by Me inthis occa- 
fion. That which /amnow very earneſt- 
ly to deſire, and indeed expect from you, 1s, 
Thatyou will uſe all poſsible expedition in 
your reſolutions, leſt that by unneceſſary 
| formalities, the world ſhould think that 
{ havenot your full concurrence in what 
15 done, and that you are not forward 
enough in the ſupport of it, which ſam 
ſure you- will be, and that in raiſing the 
B Supplies, 
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(6): 
Supplies , you take ſuch ſure order, that 
when the expence is obvious and certain, 
the Supplies be as real and ſubſtantial, not 
imaginary asthe laſt Subſidies were, which 
you all well enough underſtand. 


. Maſter Speaker, and you Gentlemen of 


the Houſe of Commons, 1 know: not whe- 
ther it be worth My painsto endeavour to 
remove avile jealouſie, whichſomeill men 
{catter abroad,and which /am ſure willne- 
ver ſink into the breaſt of any man, whois 
worthy to ſit upon your Benches, thac 
when you have given eMe anoble and 


"bt var ſupply for the ſupport of. a 


Var, / may be induced by ſome evil 
Councellors (for they will be thought to 
think very reſpectively of My own Per- 
ſon) to make a ſudden Peace, and get all 
that money for My own private occaſions, 


| am ſure you all think it an unworthy 


jealouſie, and not to deſerve an anſwer. 
Iwould not be thought to have ſo brutiſh 
an inclination, as to love VVar for W ar- 
ſake; God knows, / deſire no bleſsing in 
this world ſo much, as that] may live to 
ſee a firm Peace between all Chriſtian 


Princes and States: Butletme tell you,and 


you may be moſt confident of it,that when 
| am compelled to enter into a V Var, 


for 
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(7). 
for the protection. honour and benefit of 
My Subjects, [ will ( God willing ) not 


make a Peace but upon the obtaining and 


ſecuring thoſe ends, for which the V Var 


is entered into ; and when that can be 
done,no good man will be ſorry for the de- 
termination of it. | | 

To conclude, My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I conjure you all in your ſeveral Stations, 
to uſe all poſsible expedition , that Our 
Friends and Our Enemies may ſee that [ 
am poſleſled of your Hearts, and that V Ve 
move with one Soul : And Iam ſure you 
will not deceive My expectation, 
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